This was just a few days short of Walt's seventieth birthday, and as was always the case, when his birth date arrived he fell into a mood of self-evaluation. He concludes on a positive note, however: "The fact is, a few people are now listening to me -just a few: I am getting a foothold: I ought to be, I am, satisfied." 7 Despite the upbeat note of conclusion one wonders if the poet did not resent "just a little" that neither Atlantic Monthly nor Fortnightly Review ever printed "Thou Vast Rondure." In fact, although it appeared in slightly altered form as section five of the 1871 "Passage to India," the poem was never published independently. Evidence now exists, however, that the original version was once printed by Rome Brothers for Whitman according to a holograph manuscript he sent them. It is this manuscript that has come to light on Long Island, bearing every mark of authenticity, including a supportable provenance. s ' The paper on which the poem is written is approximately 20 inches long and 10 inches wide, with lightly ruled blue lines. It is mounted on gray pasteboard that extends about 2 inches beyond each of the papers four sides. Distinct traces of what has been determined to be a wheat paste adhere to the right, left, and bottom borders. On the top border, written in pencil, is the following: "Tom-set up same style as before & send me a proof by middle of the week -W." On the bottom border there is faint evidence of pencil markings that have been obliterated by paste, leaving only what appears to be the letter "c" visible. The poem, written in black ink, reads as follows: The penultimate line of stanza one, beginning "With ever inscrutable purpose" is squeezed between the lines above and below, and the "h" in "prophetic" has been added with a caret. The hyphen in "never-happy hearts" of stanza two is doubled, as was Whitman's custom, and thre~ short lines under the capitalized "S" and "G" in "Son of God" in stanza three are clearly visible indications to the printer, like those in other manuscripts Whitman sent to his printers. The handwriting is close to that in the facsimile of the 1860 "Blue Book," though more carefully written, since this is not a working copy but a finished poem. Here is presented a facsimile of one of the literary treasures of Mrs. St. Clair McKe1way, who has permitted the Eagle to photograph it. It is a copy of the original manuscript of one of Walt Whitman's early poems, "Thou Vast Rondure Swimming in Space" . .. The "Tom" addressed as to the proof at the top, in the handwriting of Whitman, in pencil, was Thomas Rome, an intimate friend and devout admirer of the poet long before he was recognized by the world. Mr. Rome was a printer, conducting with his brother, a printing office in Fulton street, in Brooklyn .... It was a labor oflove for "Tom" Rome to set up the offerings of the poet.
Many Whitman scholars will no doubt recognize this version from The Gathering of the Forces; Editorials, Essays, Literary and Dramatic Reviews and Other Material Written by Walt Whitman as Editor of the Brooklyn Daily Eagle in
In the course of time Mr. Rome had accumulated a number of the original manuscripts of Whitman, which, after the poet had become famous, he sold to Benjamin, the autograph dealer in Manhattan. Of those he retained the one, a copy of which is below, he gave before his death, to Ulysses S. Scollay, a young man, who was the son of an intimate friend. Mr. Scollay, after holding it a while, gave it to Mrs. McKelway, who cherishes a document so well authenticated, the value of which can hardly be underestimated [sic] .lo Daily Eagle.
When Whitman offered "Thou Vast Rondure" to Morley and to Fields he retained the right to publish the poem in a future book. The book he was planning began with the 1871 "Passage to India" and was still on his mind at the time of the 1876 "Preface" where he speaks of a further volUme that would sing "the unseen Soul." Clearly "Passage to India" transcends the material achievements which serve as the poem's occasion, moving quickly to an emphasis on the impelling spirit working out, through such human accomplishments, a great, all-encompassirig plan. Because the poein is one of Whitman's more tightly structured, with each of the parts organically fitted to the whole, it is dangerous to attempt a deconstruction. Yet if one were to ask where the central point of the poem lies, what the focal point at which all the lines of its construct intersect, one would have to say it is at that portion that begins "0 vast Rondure, swimming in space .... " llofstra (Tniversity JOANN P. KRIEG
